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GENTLE READERS, = KY 


Tan addreſs is de ee _ 
and, 7 fatter myſelf, will be attractive of, 
public attention to two important works: 
one is called . O&/ervations on the three firſls 
e volumes of the Hiſtory of Engliſh Poetry ;* | 

the other Remarks critical and illuſtrative 9 | 
*« on the text and notes of the laſt edition of F1 | 
due Shakſpeare. - That both theſe publica- . 
tions proceeded from the ſame pen is ſuffi- 
ciently evident; from my own I will not 


f 
; 


I; iv E * N j : n . 
% e * Nn * 1 / 10 I * * 3 * 9 
2 iS 1 * e e Nn 4 ASSES N 71 > r TEA” - y, 
" 1 18 . n „% $1 G8 RET. PE 2 
. — rn TIE 7 . 8 3 * * 
* D 


FP ee I AE NT PET TH, 
* „ © 7 
3s 
* » NY 3 * x3, 4 * | k . $456 A 


. + by o , 
- „ 0 +06 : 
7 FEE ⁵ ( OP * 
: 7 * N N * Pan N * i . a ow. Tha dil ro th Ae ? 


ct 2 23 
a I ſhould. be much concerned, 
if contempt and oblivion ſhould be their fate. 


F rom which to reſcue them, I will endea- 


vour to protract the idea of their exiſtence 


in your minds by certain emendations and 


addition. —lift of blunders I Jbould Jay—(1) 


to both. Indeed I ſhall not give myſelf the 
trouble to minute EVERY inaccuracy I might 
da: cover (2) i in them, but fate it for granted, 
that a tolerable ſpecimen adduced proves an 
infinity of errors behind, which never oc- 


curred to me. 


Obſervations p. 1, at the bottom. 


+ 


« Perſonal motives I cannot poſſibly have 


«« been influenced by and utterly di ſavow.“ 
Perſonal invective is commonly ſuppoſed to 


imply perſonal enmity: but the enmity in 
the preſent caſe i is ſo far from being perſonal, 


that | it is even founded on a ] yon 


1 05 2 1; tr) See Obſervations Pe 47 © id, p. 4. 6 
| > oo | ple. 
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i This poſition reſults from the cha- 
racter of Therſites | | 


Spleen to mankind his envious heart poſſeſt. 
And much he hated all, but moſt the bf. 


Pore? s tranſlation of 83 


Page 2. 


Mr. Warton is here reprehended for not 


making his Hiſtory commence at an earlier 


period. Preciſely at what period it ſhould 
have commenced was not my buſyneſs to 
point out. Yet many of my readers regard 


this objection as frivolous ; nay, think it ab- 
ſolutely proved ſo by my own illuſtration of 


it: becauſe nothing is more common in 
biography, than to commence the flory of your 


hero at the 151th or 1655 year of his age; 5 and 


a much eſteemed piece of biographical ' writ- 


ing [Johnſon's life of Sir Francis Drake] 


ſtands in this very predicament. As far as 
I can recollect the whole of the Obſervation 


was penned in a hurry: which indeed is 
„ ex- 
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extremely viſible by the cloſe of it. For 1 


was in ſuch haſte to heap cenſure upon cen- 


ſure, that not one of the cenſures is ſtated 


intelligibly. But to defend all my aſſer- 


tions, and explain all my obſcurities, would 


require greater leiſure than T am either willing 
or able fo chad ty to Ft. (63) 


Page 7. 


Having made uſe of certain expreſſions 
long baniſhed from the writings and conver- 
ſation of Gentlemen, (ſuch as, Hat nonſenſe 
—groſe and unaccountable Pupidity—matchle eſs 


efrontery—and the like) I thought it in- 


cumbent upon me to expound ſome of theſe 


unuſual phraſes by actual examples. The 
cited page affords a ftriking inſtance of 
matchle efs efrontery. For 1 accuſe Mr. War- 


ton of leaving an error in his text, and 


onely correcting it by a note; and at the 


very ſame time do the ſame thing myſelf. 


(3) Obſervations p. 3. 
1 Page 


1 proceed in a ſimilar manner with re. 


gard to“ Ladies having been anciĩently 
« Sheriffs of Counties.“ But— to let the 


reader into a ſecret—when I printed the 


text, I knew no better; and, diſcovering 
the blunder too late, found myſelf obliged 
to inſert ſuch a ſbuffleing nonſen/ical para- 


graph (4) by way of note. I could not ahn- 


ſolutely retract what I had written without 
bringing myſelf into a dilemma, hecauſe r. 
cantation proves nothing but ignorance (5. 


Page 13. 


It is very true (as aſſerted in the Gentle- | 


man's Magazine of laſt F ebruary) that Mr. 
Warton has corrected hisſelf in his ce Emep- 


40 dations and Additions” with regard to 


(4) Obſervation . 31. kT (s) id. p. 32. 
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1 Boccacio's invention of the Story of pa- 


4 tient Grifilde.” But was it my buſyneſs 


to ſee this? I ſhould have loſt the prettieſt 
witticiſn ; in my book—* blind Bayard never 

10 heſitates at a leap.” It was better to be 

blind Bayard myſelf. | 


Page 20. 
Could it be expected of me to refrain 
from having a ſtroke at Prior for his want 
of antiquarian accuracy ? Beſpattering an 
eminent character is the joy of Therſites. 
Yet I verily believe that the line in Prior 
would not be underſtood by any reader, but 


an antiquary, to confine the age of the 


Poem to exactly three centuries. The aſ- 


ſertion may be taken in poetical latitude, 
and if in reference to the age of the NOT- 
BROWNE MAYDE herſelf, rather than 
of the poem, will leave no poſſible imputa- 
tion of a literary inaccuracy * Prior. 


* % 


Page 


_ 


Page 25. 106 


„% There have been at leaſt half a ſcore 
40 impreſſions ſince.“ This is ſaid to cor- 
rect a bare belief, that the laſt edition of 
Sir David Lindſay s works bears date Edin- 
burgh 1709. The literary Public might 
perhaps have been obliged to me, if I had 
condeſcended to name theſe half a ſcore 
later impreſſions. But ſhould ſome trou- 
bleſome inquiſitive perſon crys ** prithee, 
« Maſter Therſites, how comes it about, 
« that not one of thoſe half a ſcore editions 
& ever appears in any of the moſt compre- 
e prehenfive modern catalogues? I would 
ſoon ſettle the point with my re/tle/5. inquirer 
by —ſelling him a bargain do not care a 
Ja- whether you believe me or not. (6) * 


To be ſerious, there i is a real obſtacle to 
my particulariſing theſe editions of Sir 


(6) Obſervations p. 34. | 


: David 
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David Lindar.” It would invalidate the 
proof of their exiſtence.  _ ſeeming 


paradox will turn out perfeAtly « clear by ws 
fadſequcnt addition . 


nes has put down the abt at 
I = of Skelton' s morality, called the Ni- 
| gramanſir—the date the printer the five 
of the book—and a particular detail of its 
contents; and has alſo told us the perſon who 
ſhewed it him. For all which reaſons I 
deny its exiſtence. It would ill become 
à writer of my conſequence to allow any 
thing to exiſt unknown to hisſelf. M. La 
Croze, how famous ſoever within half a 
century, may as well have his name eraſed 
at once from all literary records, fince I 
KM never heared of him (7). Let it is an abo- 
| minable ſhame for n author to be un - in- 
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[EF 2 | 
formed of the mereſt trifle which I can in- 
form him of. Not to know * Ia biblio- 


5 theque bleue” for the quaint phraſe of a 
Frenchman! Vat aftoniſhing i ignorance / 8) 


Page 27. 


* 


A queſtion is here aſked with a very tri- 


umphant air, whether Morte Arthur was 
* recently publiſhed in the reign of Henry 
the fourth, or of Queen Eliſabeth? To 
which has been given this anſwer: * late 
<a reign of Queen Eliſabeth—printed 
by Thomas Eaſt. A copy of this im- 


© preflion was ſold by auction among Mr. 


« Ratcliffe's books in 1776, and Mr. Pen- 
« nant was the purchaſer. This edition 
| 6 indeed is without date, but the printer 
15 (according to Ames) exerciſed his trade 
till after 1600. And though Ameſes au- 

** thority ſhould be diſputed as to Eaſt and 


(8) Obſervations p. 27, at the bottom. 
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40 Eſte being the „* perſon, yet article 
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- 


© 2077 of Bibliotheca Weſtiana (catalogued 


© by the accurate Mr. Paterſon) contains 


„ two pieces printed by Thomas Eaft ſo late 


Fas I 592. And whoever would pervert 


the meaning of the word recently as intend- 


ed for originally muſt be very ſhort-ſighted, 
« or rather wilfully blind; fince Mr. War- 


« ton in another part of his work has wrote 


0 


A 


confiderably about Morte Arthur—as 
« Caxton's.” I muſt confeſs, that I was 
not aware of theſe circumſtances, and muſt 
intreat my gentle readers not to recollect at 


preſent always confident and always wrong 


(9). 


Mr. Warton's ſuperiority of conduct in 


the Rowleian controverſy could not be de- 


nied: but, wherein it was moſt conſpicuous, 


was not for me to obſerve. It galls me to 


2 Obſervations P- 42. | | 
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ſee, with what temper he refuted—a viru - 


lent anonymous antagoniſt. 


Page 31. 


If I was miſtaken in the inſtance of Morte 


Arthur, I am certainly right in recording 
the blunder of Gordobucke : and a blunder it 


is of Mr. Warton's own memory. Vet is it 


not an amazing proof of partiality and pre- 
judice, that not one of his admirers will 

allow it to be any imputation on the blun- 
derer's learning ? I heard one of them ſay: 


„ ſuch a trifling inaccuracy had (no doubt) 


«© better have been avoided : but whoever 
6 * conſiders theſe errors of forgetfulneſs as 
« marks of ignorance, muſt have a very 
« ſhallow conception of what real know- 


I, 


* ledge conſiſts in.” Nay, ſuch critics as 
theſe go ſo far, as to hold my detection of 


Freebairn for Ruddiman (10)- almoſt as 


(10) Obſervations p-. 24. 
Ca cheap. 
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cheap. © Z Wy ! Sheer radical i 5 
and nothing elſe ! (11). 


Page 32. 


My readers might obſerve, that 1 ſet out 


with preparing them for a warmth of expreſ- 
fron. The fire has been kindling apace, and 


nov burſts out into a flame. I am ſo paſ- 


fionately fond of the paſſage, that I cannot 
help tranſcribing it at length. It is in my 


opinion a moſt extraordinary, and, I hope 


% and believe, unparalleled circumſtance, 
« that a man of eminence in the literary 
* world ſhould, in order to enhance the 


% bulk and price of his writings, hazard his 
« reputation upon, and deſcend to, or rather 


* be guilty of, ſuch low, ſuch paltry, ſuch 
26 diſhonourable, and even diſhoneſt artifices, 
* as almoſt to deſerve the name and puniſh- 


- „ ment of 2—SWINDLER.” Without 


_ (11) Obſervations p. 29. 


vanity 


( 0 


vanity I can venture to affirm, that this 
paſſage gives a general challenge to all the 


regions of —-BEAR GARDEN. Should 
any reader pretend to want it illuſtrated, let 


him turn to Macbeth— _ 


Tt is a tale, 
Told by an idiot, full of ſound and fury, 
Signifying nothing. | 


Page 3 


Thoſe who do not underſtand my man- 
ner of writing have here brought a charge 


againſt me of groſs hiſtorical ignorance. 


They ſay, that Note 43 plainly infers my 
taking Henry the eighth for Son to Edward 
the fixth. And I have got into this ſcrape 
by charging Mr. Warton with a trivial er- 


ror, which nobody believes to be HIS. I 


ſucceeded no better by noticing in p. 25 (of 
the Obſervations) a miſtake of Henry for 
Arthur : for, as ill luck would have it, I 

x foiſted 
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* 
foiſted it among the extracts from the ſecond 
volume, when it really occurs in the middle 


of the third. Riſum teneatis, amici? 
| 1 | 7 


Page 42. 


Whoever ſtands forth as an accuſer, muſt 
not be over-ſcrupulous in collecting articles 
of impeachment. Otherwiſe Clitophon and 
Leucippe might have been allowed the title 


of a Poetical Novel. Poefis Proſaica not 


unfrequently diſtinguiſhes a literary claſs. 


I have thus completed my defign of r eviſing 


the Obſervations; and truſt, that it will 


not be deemed an uſeleſs labour, to have diſ- 
covered and rectified as many errors and fal- 


fities in a ſmall work of leſs than fifty pages 


ayowedly 


(. SF 
avowedly conſecrated to veracity( 12), as 
remain yet chargeable on three large volumes 
of the Hiſtory of Engliſh Poetry—replete 
with the moſt extenſive erudition, and with 

a variety of difficult reſearches. 


Before I proceed to a reviſal of the Re- 
« marks,” I ſhall make bold to break the 
chain with a ſhort view of the orthographi- 
cal peculiarity which prevails throughout 
both publications. Not to tire the pa- 
tience of my readers, I will confine the in- 


ſtances to a ſingle ſpecimen. 


The ſpelling of 7herefor can hardly have 
eſcaped your notice. If we are to be go- 
verned by the two Saxon monyſyllables of 
which it is formed, it ſhould certainly be 
therfor; as it was frequently printed by 

( 12) See the motto to the Obſervations. | 
{ Caxton, 
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Caxton, and as ſometimes a printer or two 


of later date affectedly printed it; a book 
that appeared about 1546 [The Complaint 
of Roderyck Mors] has many inſtances of 


this way of ſpelling. But Caxton alſo 


adopted therfore; which in ſome caſes he 


could not with any propriety have avoided ; 
ſince in © The Morale Proverbs of Chryſ- 


* tine” it rimes to /ore, and in „“ The 


6 Prelogue to the Canterbury Tales” to 
Fwore. Hence a plain inference may be de- 
_ duced; which is, that the fna/ e had been 
added. ſo early as in the days of Chaucer. 


Therfore was moſt in vogue till the middle 
of Queen Eliſabeth's reign; fince which 
the modern therefore has prevailed. To 
ſoften the ſound of a word by the final e 
has always been a favourite practice with 


the: Engliſh. They had added it to the 


words ther and wher long before they in- 


ſerted it in the middle of their compounds 


therefore and wherefore: and it ſtill conti- 


nues to be omitted in 2 wherever except by 


| myſelf; 
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E AN my who, to preſerve an equilibrium, 
| 7 I have inſerted the e in where-ever, which 
= curtailed therefor wants.. Thus neither the | 


| 1 Saxon, nor od Engliſh, nor modern Engliſh, 
| 1 nor any Language whatever can lay claim 
ET to therefor ; which is indubitably mine own 


child, and LITERAL AFFECTATION 


is its mother. 


Surely, my gentle readers, you need not 


$ 
ö 
* 
| 
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demand a ſtronger proof of this ſtriking 


Z peculiarity; which neither Tyrwhitt, nor 


Manning, nor any of our ableſt etymolo= | 
giſts ever attempted o introduce. They : 


V r 
— RN F rs. 3 e 
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are awed by general principles; and bow || 
| down to the maxim in Horace, that eſta- 
| e bliſhed cuſtom is the ſtandard of lan- 
i « ouage(13).” Perhaps too they may pay 


| ſome little regard to a modern maxim in 
| as Rochefaucault—. C'eſt une grande folie de 1 
| *« youloir etre ſage—tout ſeul.” 
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(13) — 8 volet uſus, 
Quem penes arbitrium eſt, etjus et norma loquendi. 
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proceed to the REMARKS. The 
OBSERVER was contented with affronting 
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a few clerical perſonages : 


Nune i in relu&antes dracones | 
Egit amor dapis atque pugnæ. Hon. 
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own particular errors, as he can. I ſhall 


ſet an example by a compendious reviſal of 
mine. 
of There are reckoned up in the preface 
1 | eight profeſſed editors of Shakſpeare. I there 
1 deny, that any of the eight have actually 
"= collated the authentic editions; and affirm, 
1 that the text is in the ſame flate of inaccuracy 
i and corruption in which it was left by Rowe. 
Hence it might probably be concluded, 
that 0 edition of any part of Shakſpeare, 
poſterior to Rowes, has exhibited an ac- 
curate collation. Yet this is by no means 
true. The late Mr. Charles Jennens, in 


3779, publiſhed KING LEAR perfeciy 


i collated 
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collated with al! the editions; and he after- 
wards publiſhed more of the principal plays 


in the ſame manner. This circumſtance 
I have abſolutely ſtifled the mention of. 


Such a conduct would have been exceed- 


ingly reprehenfible in any other editor. 
But evaſive practices can leave no ſtain upon, 
are even permitted to, and commendable 1 in 
the writings of 

—— this your all licenſed Fool, K. LEAR. 


How I have ſubſtantiated the charge of 
not collating againſt the laſt of the eight edi- 
tors, is now to be conſidered. After hav- 
ing examined [with the utmoſt attention 
and accuracy, or I ſhould in no degree de- 
{ſerve the countenance of the Public] eleven 


volumes, containing thirty- {1x plays and 


annotations thereto, I have been able to 


produce t ne e unequivocal marks of 
an uncollated text. But as xine of theſe 
twenty-five inſtances are annihilated by the 
" Supplemental Obſervations” in the ele- 
venth volume, the number muſt have dwin- 
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14 } 
dled to fixtren—had it not been for a round 
aſſertion, that hundreds of various readings 
had eſcaped the accuracy of Mr. Steevens in 
Hamlet alone(14). Nor ſhould the reader 
by any means imagine, that thoſe un/þecified 
hundreds of collations in Hamlet would 


have been of little utility; but rather rate 
their importance by a compariſon with the 


other overſights noticed in the“ Remarks.” 


To exemplify their conſequence I will juſt 
mention #w9—bhand a rope, for handle a rope 


(15)—a#rtle while, for yet à while(16). 


I am now going to enter upon a ſubject, 
which might have given me much mortifi- 


cation, if I did not, after the example of the 


im poſtor Pſalmanaſar, take greater pride in 
diſplaying my plagiariſms, than in the pla- 
giariſms theirſelves. I have already hinted 


at nine collations, which I had borrowed 


| from the . Supplemental Obſervations,” 


(14) Remarks, p. 190. note. (15) Ibid. p. 3» 
(16) Ibid. p. 19, : | 
| which 


which are chiefly Mr. Malone's: I am in- 
debted to the ſame for a dozen other re- 
marks, which I have feloniouſly printed as | 
my own. Nor can I more effectually de- | 
monſtrate the frankneſs of my confeſſion, 
than by a conſpicuous arrangement of the 
. as follows : s 


TEMPEST. 
Remark on page 47. 
Mettle for Metal. N08 


TWO GENTLEMEN OF VERONA. 
on page 199. 
The interpretation of /eave. 


MIDSUMMER-NIGHTS DREAM. 
— on Page 100. 
The ſenſe of mine own "oY not mine own, 


AS YOU LIKE IT. 
— on Page 263. 


Making 


= 
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| 
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Making the converſation a a0 of what 
had commenced before the Play. 


S - <>» Aer 


1 TWELFTH NIGHT. 
on page 278. 
| | | Interpretation of extracting. 


WINTERS TALE. 
— on page 326. 
The ſenſe of ſome five. 


1 CoRIOLANUs. 
on page 3 52. 
The a ; in the ſentence before—Boils. 


| on page 378. 
= The way of pointing and underſtanding— 


Menenius? ever, ever. 


TIMON OF ATHENS. 


1 —— on page 326. 
„ r _ needs, for muſt need. 
| . CYM- 
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CYMBELINE. 


on page 175. 
Fair for far. 


OTHELLO. 
c on page 427. 
an, for oft capp d. 


on page 446. 
. Caſlio's e to be — 


edly put on. 


This fair exhibition of plagiariſms may 


at leaſt preclude it from any other quarter. 
An unfriendly pen would have been apt to 


cloſe the detection with a quotation from 
my preface —Surely, men who thus proudly 


expoſe and ſeverely reprobate the crimes of their 
neighbours, ſhould effeftually guard their ſelves 


agar ſimilar accuſations. 


While the humour of confeſſion conti- 


nues, I will juſt point out one or two er- 


rors 
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—_— 7 
rors, which diſgrace the pages of the Re- 
% marks.” A ſpeech of Antipholis of Sy- 
racuſe 1 is inſerted in Meaſure for Mea- | 
« ſure(17):” but to make amends to the 
I have enriched it 
with Benedick( 18). Such little miſtakes 
might have paſſed unhoticed, were I not 


«© Comedy of Errors, 


_ confeious of having manifeſted a captious 
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9 norm gg" ns Oran ä yr yp ' * 
— * - - — * —— es — 92 AR 2 —— — ” 
U » 


| eagerneſs to diſcover them in others. Ah! 
} why did I bark at Mr. Warton ?—take my 


advice Print it correctiy, * Let it 


1 n. 


Theſe confeſſions may appear ill calcu- 
| | ated for promoting the ſale of the edition 
U of Shakſpeare, advertiſed at the end of 
the Remarks.” But, in truth, ſuch an 
edition was never intended: it would re- 
quire much too great a ſtock of patience, 
and diligence; of judgement, and of inte- 
grity. Neither were the Remarks their- 
[ (17) Remarkh p. 25. (18) Ib. p. 29. 5 ob- 
2 fervations, Pe 39. 1 
ſelves 
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ſelves deſigned ſo much for a criticiſm on 
Shakſpeare and his editors, as to uſher into 
the world the political and Biſtorical tenets 
of the publiſher. Theſe he is deeply in- 
tereſted in promulgating, and would take 


ſome additional pains to gain proſelytes to 


% 


his ſingular opinions, 


L o begin with the political. Do not ex- 


pect, my gentle readers, that I ſhould 
come to any confeſſion on this head. Per- 
haps it would not be ſafe ; and is leſs likely 
to be reputable. I ſhall onely dire& you to 


the paſſages, and leave it to yourſelves to 


draw concluſions. 


In page 84 occurs an opinion, the ex- 
planation of which (as it relates to the 
right of a Convention of Eſtates” to bar 
the ſucceſſion) I do not chooſe to be too 
buſy with. 


| With regard to a paragraph at the bottom 
of the ſame page—it is fit you ſhould be 
4 ä | re- 
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reminded, that King John was actually 
excommunicated and deprived by the Pope; 


whence may be inferred my particular idea 


of that damnable doctrine and poſition, which 


every Britiſh ſubject is required to abjure. 


The note to page 03 is a ſpecimen of 
calumniating thoſe, that died in defence of 
their country, and of the Proteſtant Suc- 
ceſſion. 5 


Page 124 favours an univerſally exploded 
opinion of indefeaſible hereditary deſcent. 


toy The forecited paſſages were highly ne- 


ceſſary to prepare you not to be too much 
amazed at my ſneering the wiſdom of our 
late glorious ſovereign(20). I meaned it 
for a trial of the public pulſe; and it will 
at leaſt be acknowleged a very novel mode 
of conciliating the approbation of ones coun- 

20) Remarks, p. 228. | | | 
-” =, trymen 


renner n 


I br 27 1 

q | 8 dapdecing the object of their 
9 eſteem. | 
: As Legiſlation is a branch of. Politics, I 
here point out the invective againſt our mu- 
: nicipal law concerning ſuicide( 21). The | | 
paſſage has more meaning in it, than ſuper= | 
ficial readers are aware of. Calling per- | 
fury a virtue, and © raving at dame Juſ- 
* tice, would be admirable pieces of evi- 
dence before a Coroner's Inqueſt, The 
Finder of madmen in ſuch a caſe would | 
ſtand little in need of a caſuiſt t to quiet their | 
conſciences. 

My Oracles of biftory are Mr. Carte and 
Mr. Hume. They co-incide with me in 1 
politics. The truth of facts is an inferior | 
requiſite, What matters it, that Mr. Jo- | 
ſeph Sandford detected in an Oxford Con- 
vocation the falſe pretences of the rf? or | 
that his own work ſufficiently detects the 
(21) Remarks, p. 66. 
E 2 latter? | 


ef - 
latter? The niceties of exactneſs are below 
the notice of ſo elegant an hiſtorian as Mr. 


Hume. Could it be expected that HE 


ſhould turn to any volume of /a bibliotheque 


ROUGE for the number (22) of Knights 


of the Garter? Indeed I ſhould hardly for- 


give his want of reverence for Shakſpeare, 


the God of mine Idolatry (23); but that he 


makes amends by never difſenting in prin- 


ciple. from a very ſingular declaration 


that © Paganiſm ſurpaſſes Chriſtianity both 


in wiſdom and in virtue(24).” 


Upon the whole, it may not be amiſs, in 


this place, briefly to recapitulate certain 
diſtinguiſhing qualifications in the author 


(22) Hume's hiſtory, printed in his life time, makes 


the number 24 beſides the Sovereign. In the * 


editions the blunder i is rectiſied. 


(23) Preface to Remarks. (24) See A P» 175. 
of 
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of the. pieces reviſed—his ſuperiority to 
common reſpe&ts—his boldneſs in reproaches | 
—his defamatory licentiouſneſs— 


In royal ſcandal his delight ſupreme, 


All which, taken together, cannot fail of 


eſtabliſhing in his own perſon an indefeafible 


right to the name, ſtile, and title of 


THERSITES LITERARIUS. 


POSTSCRIPT. 


To convince the world that I do not with 


to recede from any declaration 1 have made, 


but am till ready to 4:5 the rod with plea- 


fure (25), 1 here ſubjoin a recent converſa- 
tion, very germane zo the objett of the preſent 


. (25) Obſervations, p. 2. 


ſheets 


OA rao — — — WO K. * . - - 


— SE 


, WEE WI". x NI y * R N n 1 "I 3 r * G R * nn * 5 9 9 
G n eee een ene * — RRM 3 NN N * Z REAL OP TOE OO RES IS > n ; 
n 4 w_ * * * 9 * R * 
= V's 


l 1 30 1 
| | res (26), between — and an o 
1 Gentleman. For the eaſe of the reader it 
| [ is printed dralogue- wiſe. 


[ Ther. Well, Sir, what ſay you to my late 
Ft publications? Have not I thoroughly ex- 
| poſed theſe ignorant pretenders 8 


Ola Gent. You have certainly raked to- > 
gether a ſufficient number of accuſations ; 
many of which may be true, or may. be 
falſe, for aught that I know of the matter. 
But if you had done it in more civil lan- 
guage, I ſhould ſuppoſe it might have an- 
ſwered the purpoſe full as well, 


Ther. O, Sir, little punctilios are below 
the notice of AUTHORS. Plain truth and 
detection are the points to be aimed at. 
And as you modeſtly decline giving an opi- 
nion of every particular inſtance, I would 


(326) Remarks, p. 2. ; 
only 


TT 
only aſk in general, if I have not made ma- 
nifeſt an unparalleled 1, gnorance ? 


Old Gent. To ſpeak plain truth then, I 
really think that you have; and that the 
ignorance manifeſted is YOUR OWN :— 
not ſo much perhaps of /iteral antiquities, 


—@AL<- 2 — 


but—of every thing; 


quod magis ad nos 
Pertinet, et neſcire malum eſt: Hor, 
an aſtoniſhing ignorance of the world, and of 
the manners of the preſent age. For, truſt | 
me, the PROGRESS oF REFINEMENT is not | | 
barely the theme of an elegant Poet: it has 
actually operated on almoſt every rank and 
order of human beings. I know a plain 
man, no claffical ſcholar, yet addicted to 
the ſtudy of Engliſh literature ; who, from 
the pleaſure he had received in reading Mr. 
* was induced to look into the 
* Obſervations.” The peruſal extorted 
many a piſb from him, and at length the 
following exclamation : What a conceited 
1 « coxcomb 
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r coxcomb muſt this be! and what a ſtile 
te he writes in! One would ſwear he had 


& borrowed it from his aſſociated expoſitors 
of language, the co/lege-porter and bed- 
* maker (27). If ſuch is the product of 
&* antiquarian reſearches, I ſhall never deſire 
* to be better acquainted with them : : I have 
* no paſſion for a ſcience ſo evidently ineffi- 
* cacious towards civiliſing the poſſeſſor of 
« it.” Thus, you ſee, what diſguſt ariſes 
from an inſult on univerſal delicacy. Had 
vour attack been confined to the SNARLER- 
GENERAL, that ſcandalous chronicler of 
Engliſh Poets, the Public might onely have 
enjoyed the ſport, and encouraged the com- 
batants with » fight DOG, fight BEAR.” 
But Mr. Warton had previouſly retained 
that Public on his fide by his valuable con- | 
tribution to their fund of amuſement. 


Ther. Notwithſtanding all you have ſaid, 
I do not in the leaſt deſpair of a very fa- 


(27) — p. 23, at the bottom. 
vourable 
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 vourable reception from the generality of 
readers. Nothing is more popular than 


abuſe: witneſs the eſtimation of Junius :— 
whoſe ſpirit (if I ſucceed) I ſhall fancy 
myſelf to have happily inherited. 


O Gent. You had better have inherited 
the ſpirit of the Devil. A diſciple of 
Junius muſt blaſpheme our Conſtitution for 
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the purpoſes of occaſional ſlander; muſt re- 
probate Sail and juſtify ſhip-money he muſt 


renounce truth and argument, and avowedly 


Ber A IS NET 


appeal to no other touchſtone than the ma- _ 
lice of the community. The popularity 1 | 
thoſe deteſtable Letters ſerves but to de- 
monſtrate a moſt alarming depravity of na- | 
tional morals, and alſo of national taſte. A 
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For every writing which glaringly vilifies 
its author in the eyes of his readers, how 
ſmoothly ſoever the nervous periods may be 
rounded, is its own executioner. He viſi- 


bly preſuppoſes an utter extinction of the | 

| ſocial virtues, and degrades all whom he 
| addreſſes into the nature of infernals: ſtrange 
| Ff ! 
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proofs of merit in a compoſer! And with 
regard to the example of ſucceſ in Junius 
conſider, that the oſtenſible ſubje& of your 
own lucubrations muſt not look for readers 
among the demoniacs of party, but in the 
republic of letters. Yet ſurely you are not 
ſo infatuated as to claim the leaſt alliance with 
this party-writer in file. Can you diſcover 
any likeneſs in your blurted petulancies ?. 
Or would you vouch ſome encumbered ſen- 
tence—with diſlocated joints terminating in 
upon, to, and as if you were penning an 
act of parliament ? 1 confeſs that in the 
mere operation of * throwing dirt'” you 
copy Junius to a marvel: but you want 
the art of moiſtening the compoſt, to make 
it ic; it immediately crumbles into duſt 
without approaching to the pelted object. 
After all, it is not my intention to diſſuade 
or diſcourage you from writing. Onely 
learn firſt to write like a gentleman : leave 
off retailing {tale illiberalities: get cured of 


your delirium of fancied importance: ſtudy 
| | | the 
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the proportionable value of accompliſh- 
ments, nor continue to be maximus in mi- 
nimis. Before you attempt to reform our 
| orthography, try to diſcern the reaſons of 
its ſubſiſting mode. Be aſſured too, that 
the force of wit depends upon ufbanity, 
and that ſentiments bunglingly expreſſed 
are defective in the eſſence of ſentiment. 
Far be it from me to depreciate the - talents 
you have ſhewn. Though your needleſs a 
panegyric on Juliet is a boyiſh ſample f k 
miſtaken floridneſs, yet your defence of | 
Hamlet's character is neither deſtitute of 
argument, nor tranſgreſſes the rules of ci- 
vility. You ſeem to be tolerably verſed in 
obſolete and provincial words, and in local 
| vulgariſms. From ſome ſuch well-ſpring 
of ſcience you certainly drew your inter- 
pretation of a great calf, when you made it 
ſynonimous to a runaway ſchool bey( 28). 
Was his the calf into Which you facetiouſx 
transformed Arioſto's Bull( 9)? Or does 7 


(28) Remarks, p. 81. | f (29) Oban p- 27. 5 
ä the 
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te humour of that metamorphoſis conſiſt 


in Therſiteſes aſſuming the parts of the 
ſtigmatiſed animal? But doubts like theſe. 

muſt neceſſarily vaniſh, when the promiſed 
Gloſſary to Shakſpeare ( 30) ſhines forth. 
Your choice of ſuch a ſubject for the exer- 


ciſe of your talents is exceedingly judici- 


ous. No elegance of compoſition will be 
requiſite; and practice may poſſibly teach 
you in ſhort explanations to arrive at a de- 


gree of perſpicuity. If, moreover, you 


could break yourſelf of interrupting your 


readers by thoſe ſavage ejaculations, 15 


ſhould not abſolutely deſpair of your pro- 
ducing ſomething uſeful and inſtructive. 
A work of this kind would do infinitely 
more credit to the compiler, than to be 


ſignaliſed for perpetual bickerings in the 


regions of literature, 5 Ways ſhould be 


ways of pleaſantneſe, 5 and all ber * be 
peace. 


(30) Advertiſement at the end of the Remarks. 
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Ther. A mighty fine ſanctified concluſion 
indeed, Sir! Though I cannot help think- 
ing, that one of your purpoſed dictates has 
been omitted. You ſhould have bade me 
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relinquiſh Shakſpeare for Beaumont and 
Fletcher, and publiſh THE TAMER 
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